20      BEYOND THE PALE OF THE RAILWAY
between the Parthian and Roman Empires; and a little
later it experienced the usual fate of buffer states, and was
absorbed by the Empire of Rome. Under its new suzerains
Edessa took rank as an important frontier fortress, and
stood many a siege in the long-drawn wars between the
kings of the Sassanid Persians and the Emperors of Byzan-
tine Rome. Moreover it was a great educational centre,
the seat of a famous university, which was eventually
suppressed by the Byzantine Emperor Zeno in the year
489 on the ground that it was tainted by the heresy of"
Nestorianism,
But Edessa has acquired one peculiar interest in the
eyes of Western historians from the fact that it was the
easternmost conquest that was ever achieved by the
Crusades, When Godfrey de Bouillon reached Antioch in
the year 1097 his brother Baldwin was in command of
one of the divisional armies that sallied forth to raid the
country round about. Many of the Crusading chieftains
won themselves little principalities in the course of these
plundering expeditions; but Baldwin had better luck
than any, though it does not appear that it was,any better
deserved. He penetrated eastward to Edessa ; and found
that city governed by a petty Christian kinglet, who
welcomed the Crusaders effusively and adopted Baldwin
as his successor. How far such welcome and adoption
were voluntary we have no means of ascertaining. Prob-
ably the poor Christian Emir felt that he could not help
himself. At any rate, he was killed soon after in an in-
surrection (not without suspicion of Baldwin's connivance),
and the latter reigned in his room.
Upon Godfrey's death in uoo, Baldwin became King of
Jerusalem, and made over his principality to his cousin
Baldwin du Bourg. He, too, succeeded to Jerusalem in
his turn in 1118 ; and the next Count of Edessa was Jocelyn,
a fine old fighter, whose exploits made his name a terror to
every Paynim in the land. Neither Baldwin II nor Jocelyn
were altogether in luck's way. Both were taken captive
near Edessa by Balak the Prince of Aleppo, and confined
together in the strong castle of Khortbert Jocelyn sue-